AT   THE   HEIGHT   OF   TRIUMPH

but more clearly outlined than I have seen it elsewhere/ He was
immediately struck by the great difference between them and the
Parisians. 'People here are far more natural: it is strange, how-
ever, that whilst on the one hand there is greater freedom, on the
other more attention is paid to etiquette and traditional customs
than elsewhere.' x

Ludwig added that the lords of creation were very courteous.
After dinner the ladies left the table, and then even the older
Princes told such indelicate stories with so much abandon that he
was quite astonished.2 London, with its 1,200,000 inhabitants,
pleased him enormously. 'Nowhere is there such freedom combined
with respect for the Throne and for the sacred person of the
King,1 he wrote to his father.3 Every day Ludwig received
invitations to dine with the highest in the land, even from the
Prince Regent himself. There was a great deal of heavy drinking
in England. 'I am learning it here/ Ludwig reported, 'but I have
not been drunk once on this island, which cannot be said of all of
the one hundred and twenty people who were invited to dine with
the Prince Regent/ With the greatest interest he visited the
Foundling Hospital: the foundlings pleased him exceedingly,
for they were nearly all 'love children' and beautiful as the day.

All England endeavoured to show its gratitude to the victorious
ally, but in spite of the succession of dinners, receptions, and other
festivities, Ludwig found time to visit the picture galleries and
museums. He could scarcely tear himself away from Andrea del
Sarto's 'Holy Family'. Enviously he admired the works of art
taken by Napoleon from Egypt and later captured by the English.
With mingled indignation and admiration he stood before the
Parthenon Reliefs which 'Lord Elgin's vandalism' had ruthlessly
broken from their setting. Some of them had been sunk at sea
during their transport, only to be recovered with great difficulty.
Everything he saw had come from Greece and Italy, only the
classic soil and the eternally blue sky were missing. It seemed
to Ludwig as if in the fog of London all these art treasures must
long to be back in their homes.

At several of the festivities here Ludwig met the Grand Duchess
Katharina, the much courted sister of Czar Alexander, whom he
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